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We would like to invite all our sheep clients to discover our new Flock
Health Group.

The idea behind the group is to bring together a group of enthusiastic
sheep farmers wishing to improve the productivity of their flock through
the sharing of experiences with fellow shepherds and your vets. We hope
to hold regular meetings to discuss seasonal topics of interest.  This group
is free to attend and we will provide dinner and a drink for those who join
us.

The first of these meetings will be

Wednesday 19th October

7.30pm

Globe Inn, Sampford Peverell

We will be using this first meeting to gage an interest in further meetings
and topics you may wish to discuss.

We are also launching our fixed price sheep packages, to include a yearly
fee for all your worm egg counts, a set fee for a comprehensive flock health
plan and an advanced package for continued disease monitoring and vet
visits to your farm—full details will be available at the meeting.

We will also deliver an update on fluke this autumn, and draw your
attention to the issues we have come across this year that have really
affected our clients lamb productivity.

Please let us know if you would like to attend, we do need to
know how many people to cater for. Attending this meeting does
not mean you must attend all other meetings, you are welcome
to pick and choose the topics that you are interested in.

Sheep Discussion with Dinner
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Fluke - The ‘Bring us a liver’ campaign

We have seen fluke early this year due to the wet and warm weather.  Fluke, at this time of year, can
and will cause significant production losses and the sudden death of otherwise healthy sheep and
lambs.

Fluke is commonly treated using a flukicide product with or without a wormer. This treatment should
be specifically treated at the stage the fluke has reached and the time of year.
Where fluke is properly controlled there should be no need to give your sheep any fluke product in
Spring and Summer. Acute fluke most often occurs in the autumn and we may recommend another
product be given at the beginning of the year to prevent chronic fluke.

Unfortunately, as with the sheep wormers, we are seeing resistance to Triclabenzole (Fasinex). A lot
of farmers are really struggling with this problem in the North of England and Wales . Once resistance
has developed to Triclabendazole there is only one more product that can be used in the case of acute
fluke. Once this has been overused there is a strong possibility that sheep farming may no longer be
an option to you.

By far the best and easiest way to keep an eye on the pattern of fluke in your flock is to post mortem
your fallen stock. Fluke is found in the liver and is often visible to the naked eye. Post Mortem of
animals even if they die from an unrelated illness is encouraged; we will gain an early warning of an
expensive problem. We are able to pick up fluke in a liver 10 weeks before we are able to pick up their
presence in faecal samples.

We are happy to examine livers at the surgery if you do not wish for a comprehensive post mortem,
either the liver can be removed and brought to us or we can open the sheep as you pass us on your
way to the kennels. So ‘Bring us a Liver ‘

Adult liver fluke taken from a post mortem performed at the practice.

Can you make the meeting?
Cullompton 01884 35558. Tiverton 01884 253355.


