ARDMORE VETERINARY GROUPS

GUIDE TO A

‘HAPPY HEALTHY KITTEN’

INTRODUCTION:

Congratulations on the new addition to your family, we would like to welcome them to the Ardmore Veterinary Group. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this infromation; it outlines the vital stages in rearing a healthy, happy kitten.

GENERAL HEALTH:

It is vital to get your kitten used to being handled, many grown up cats hate having their feet, ears and mouths touched simply because it feels so alien to them. By getting them used to these things as a kitten they can grow up knowing that it’s really not that scary (it also makes our job a lot easier!!) 

It is important to carry out the following daily checks to help detect any ill health at an early stage.

1 – EARS – Free from discharge, irritation & smell

2 – EYES – Free from discharge, clear & bright

3 – NOSE – Free from discharge

4 – MOUTH – Free from odour, red gums

5 – FEET – Not painful, no sores, thorns, broken nails etc.

6 – SKIN – Free from odour, dandruff, grease

7 – FAECES – Firm and of normal appearance

8 – URINE – Clear and no difficulty in passing

WORMS:

The most common worms are roundworms and tapeworms. Roundworms can be potentially very harmful to humans, they can cause blindness or worse, especially in children, thus it is important to worm your cat regularly not just for their health but for yours too! 

We recommend worming once every month until six months old, and then routinely every three months, If they are a hunter we recommend even more frequent worming of once a month. We suggest using a such as Milbemax or Drontal this will help provide a happy healthy life for your cat, and a close safe relationship between your pet and your family.

FLEAS:

MYTHS AND FACTS

Fleas are only present in the summer        

Due to central heating fleas are now present all year round           

You only need to de-flea your pet once a year                                        

Due to the above, it is important to provide year round cover from fleas.

You only need to treat your pet for fleas if you see one                                                                                        

A) Prevention is better than a cure.                  

B) It is rare that you actually ever see a flea, so its not always obvious when there is an infestation

Only ill treated pets have fleas     

All pets are susceptible to fleas

We advise that you use a veterinary licensed product all year round, pet shop products are only herbal based, as they do not carry a license to produce stronger products, thus they are less effective.

There are many different brands of spot on flea control for help and advise please speak to one of the nurses who will be happy to you choose the best product for you.

DENTAL CARE:

Now is the time to start brushing your kittens’ teeth, even though their baby teeth are going to fall out!! It is important for them to get used to the sensation now.

Did you know?  70% of cats over the age of 3 have dental disease. 

Dental disease can consist of a build up of plaque and calculus, rotten teeth, gingivitis (inflammation of the gums) and bad breath. The cat would have to under-go a general anaesthetic and descale and polish and possibly tooth extractions to rectify these problems this can be costly and easily avoided by brushing your cats’ teeth everyday.

The nurses offer a wide range of free clinics including dental checks this can include a demonstration of tooth brushing and a general check that the mouth is healthy.

We also offer a dental hygiene kit which includes everything to get you started at a reduced price of £8.00. 
VACCINATION:

When vaccinating your cat you are providing them with protection against:

Flu, Enteritis and Feline Leukaemia

Regular boosters are used to maintain the immunity provided at a level which will continue to protect your cat against infectious diseases.

Ardmore vet group provide a service of yearly booster reminders, so you’ll never forget.
NEUTERING:

DISADVANTAGES:

1 – Your pet will be incapable of producing offspring.

ADVANTAGES:

1 – Eliminates likelihood of:

Spraying and territory marking

Sexually transmitted infections

Fighting

Mammary cancer – Life threatening

False pregnancies – Distressing for both cat and owner

Pyometra – (womb infection) possibly life threatening if not caught in time, results in the cat needing to be spayed anyway

Seasons – Can be very messy and time consuming

Straying – Entire male and female cats quite commonly find ways to escape to find a mate, this is a common cause of road traffic accidents.

2 – Eliminates the risk of unwanted pregnancies

3 – Is known to calm behaviour

MYTHS AND FACTS

Cats put on weight after being          
No, but your pet will need reducing as they no longer need the energy to produce the sex hormones.  
Queens need to have litter of kittens before they are spayed
Queens don’t need to have kittens before being spayed. There is no scientific evidence to prove that it beneficial to the queen.
Will my cat have to stay in the hospital for a few days                           
Neutering is a routine operation your cat will be admitted in the morning and discharged that afternoon/evening.
It is very expensive                                                             

Yes it is but it is something that should be taken into account when getting a new pet it is certainly cheaper than an unwanted pregnancy or the cost incurred from a road traffic accident from cats straying. 

Our Advice.

If you are thinking of getting your cat neutered we advise they can be neutered any age from 5 months upwards. 

Please make sure that the decision to neuter or not to neuter is the right one.

IDENTIFICATION: 
Microchipping is the only permanent and lifelong form of identification is a tiny microchip with an ID code unique to you and your pet.  It is injected under the skin in the same way that the vet vaccinates against disease.

The microchips that we implant are called Biothermo chips they do everything that the regular chips do but they also take your cats temperature at the same time as reading the chip.

The police, vets, RSPCA, etc. all possess scanners.

ID chips can be picked up worldwide.

LOOK OUT FOR OUR SPECIAL OFFER ID CHIP MONTHS

Ardmore Veterinary group wishes to thank you for reading through our  information and hope you find it of some use.

 Please do not hesitate to contact the surgery with any worries that you have regarding your pets health or behaviour we have a number of qualified staff who would be happy to deal with your questions.
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